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President’s Message #5…….

Ah yes, it must be gun show season. Bitterly cold
in Fargo, snow blowing and icy roads in and all
around Mandan, and dodging icy patches, deer
and pheasants on the road to Pierre. Oh well, the
camaraderie, haggling, and seeing old friends
makes up for it. All too soon, the show season is
over and we have to find other pursuits to occupy our thoughts and weekends. For collectors
like myself, it is the never ending hunt for the
perfect fit to our collection and the agonizing
planning of the display for the next year. For dealers, it is the continuous stream of buying and selling their wares to a public that
seems to have an endless appetite for weapons old and new. Most of the dealers
with whom I have talked, are continuing to have good sales in spite of the fact that
our elected officials continue to drive our economy into an abyss. Hopefully you,
our membership, are weathering the economic chaos without significant damage to
you and yours.
I decided it was time to challenge the apparent system of beliefs in this message, so
turning to other things, it is time to bring a few issues to light related to our gun
shows. After attending shows for several years, it is apparent that there are vendors
out there who believe they own the tables they rent at DTGCA shows and can do
whatever they wish with them. The bottom line in all this is that if a vendor is unable to made it to a show, the show manager, not the vendor will decide what happens to the tables and who rents them. This same thing applies to the death of a
vendor. The show manager will decide what happens to the tables. On many occasions, the family of the deceased continues to sell the merchandise that is left. Simply put, the show manager makes the decision on who gets tables at the shows, polices the merchandise requirements according to Board policy, and decides the location of the vendors. If you personally do not use your tables at a gun show, they
revert back to the show. The bottom line is that DTGCA owns the tables. The
mindset that vendors own the tables needs immediate correction. While show managers try to accommodate peoples wishes and requests, it is not always possible. I
know this was the case at the Trophy Show and Aberdeen Show. The fire marshal
required some tables be removed in Sioux Falls and renovation in Aberdeen cost
that show a few tables. Hopefully this was communicated effectively to the affected
vendors.
Continued on page 4

13TH ANNUAL NRA NATIONAL GUN COLLECTORS SHOW
Hi, my name is Rick Larson and for those of you who do not know me I am a Life Member and the show manager for the Dakota
Territory Collector Classic Gun Show held in March every year in Sioux Falls, SD.
On August 8-10, 2008 I had the honor and privilege to attend the 13th Annual NRA National Gun Collectors Show being held
in Minneapolis, MN. The NRA’s Annual National Gun Collectors Show recognizes gun collecting accomplishments of NRA members and has become one of the most prestigious annual arms display events in the country. This show marks the only time that
exhibits by individuals, and not affiliated clubs, are recognized by the NRA’s gun collectors committee for awards. This show was
hosted by the Minnesota Weapons Collectors Assn. and upon an invite by them I attended the show along with my two sons
Ethan and Lucas and exhibited my J.C. Higgins collection.
It was a fun and exciting weekend spent meeting the various NRA committee members, fellow collectors and the general public. Also during this time we were promoting our club by handing out the promotional wooden nickels and show calendars that
were provided by Dakota Territory.
In all there were over 50 outstanding displays from all over the country with
47 being judged and on Sunday morning the awards ceremony was held to
announce the winners and out of the 5 possible awards, my J.C. Higgins display was awarded the Judges Choice award. The award was presented by
NRA Vice President Ron Schmeits, Executive Committee Director Wayne
Ross and Phillip Schreier who is the Senior Curator of the National Firearms
Museum and a frequent spokesperson on the History Channel.

Rick Larson Ron Schmeits Wayne Ross Phillip Schreier
In closing I would like to thank my two sons for all their help and
support and the Minnesota Weapons Collectors for their invitation
to compete in this competition and also their generous hospitality
towards us during the entire weekend. MANY THANKS!
For more Info and Photos from this event you can catch me at one of
the shows and will be more than happy to share this experience.
See you at the shows…….Rick Larson

OUR EXTENDED
SYMPATHY

There are six kinds of
iron sights. One of
these is made up. Can
you tell which one?
a. Buckhorn
b. Parallax
c. Express
d. Bead
e. Post-and-notch
f. Fiber-optic

Answer on page 5

The Association would like to notify you and recognize
the death of five of its Members
Ray Lankow, Member, Foxhome, MN
March 30, 2008
Robert Klockow, Member, Aurelia, IA
away October, 2008

Ray passed away
Robert passed

Wallace Wagner, Member, Strasburg, ND

Wallace

passed away December, 2008
Arthur Gappert, Member, New Salem, ND
passed away December, 2008

Arthur

Rudy Dotzenrod, Jr., Life Member, Wyndmere, ND
Rudy passed away Saturday, February 21, 2009

The Dakota Territory Gun Collectors
Association, Inc. Board of Directors is
looking for a responsible person to take
over management of the show in Mitchell, SD. The Board prefers hiring someone from the Mitchell area. If interested, please notify our association office.
Mail a letter of interest by May 31,
2009 to:
DTGCA
Vicki L. Sandvig
Executive Secretary DTGCA
PO Box 5053
West Fargo, North Dakota 58078
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If you will recall in the Winter Edition of the Newsletter
there was a Special Feature on the Story of the Engraved
Winchester M66 by Hank Vogel of Winona, MN. Here is
the Rest of the Story. This exquisite Winchester Model
1866-relief engraved rifle in near mint condition, did
change hands (despite a healthy reserve) on March 11th,
2008 at the James Julia Auction House.
My wife and I drove out to Fairfield, Maine, through a
blizzard, to attend the Auction at Julia’s facility. This was
also an opportunity to visit our daughter and her family
in Middletown, CT and then to attend the famous Baltimore, MD gun show the following weekend. Needless
to say, I purchased several guns at the auction and at the
Baltimore Gun Show.
We sat through two days of fine firearms auction bidding at Julia’s. What an experience! Our fancy Winchester M1866 rifle took top honors, receiving the highest price.
It is not my intention for this to be a commercial, however, the Julia Auction Co. people were outstandingly friendly. We toured all the departments including the photo area. We talked with the expert appraisal
people and even Jim Julia, the owner, and members of his family.
The monies received from the auction enabled us to purchase 82 acres of hunting land in Houston Co.,
MN. (the best big buck rated area in MN!) The property has an area of 7-9 acres of open field and a nice
spot to build a hunting cabin. Last summer we had several working get-togethers there to clear some old
logs and brush and made a nice level pad for our classic 1974 GMC, self contained, motor coach.
Last fall our extended family hunted the property for turkey and deer. We had some luck, however the
two owners adjacent to our property had their acreage logged during the hunting season. Such is luck!
Next fall we should have some excellent hunting.
Attached is a photo of our present campsite. Come fall of ‘09, we plan to have a hunting cabin erected
for the family.
In closing, we would like to mention that we enjoy attending the
Dakota Territory Gun Shows. We feel that the quality of the displays, the firearms for sale, and the friendly people are one of the
best in the mid-west.

President’s message continued…….
Vendors mistakenly believing they own and control the tables has helped create another issue for which I
have heard many complaints. At such shows as the Trophy Show in Sioux Falls, the guideline limit is 24 feet
of table space per vendor. There are vendors who have a lot more than that for various reasons, including
the fact that they have been wrongly given or granted them by people who no longer use them or have
simply assimilated them through the death of another vendor. There is a long list of people who want to set
up at the Trophy Show, but cannot get tables. The amount of table space per vendor needs to be fixed and
fixed quickly so we can better accommodate our members, perhaps starting with members who set up at a
lot of our shows, not just a couple of the high attendance ones along the I-29 corridor.
Last but not least on my list is the issue about which I receive a large number of complaints, particularly at
the Sioux Falls Trophy Show, but also includes a majority of the other shows. The complaints have to do
with people who are not vendors being in the show venue during setup. When I talked to three of the offenders, they said it was their best buying time. In other words, they like to cherry pick. Of course, this seriously compromises security, among other things, having extra people getting in the way at set up time. I
think there are at least two possible approaches to handling this issue. One is to charge for a pass to get in
on Friday afternoon and evening. I think a pass for someone who thinks they deserve to get the best buys
first is worth $50.00, although for a show like the Trophy Show in Sioux Falls, I think $100.00 is scarcely
enough for the privilege. The second way to handle this issue is to ban everyone who is not a vendor and
have sufficient security to enforce it. Of course, this means show managers will have to be more careful
about how many vendor passes they allow someone to have. If someone is helping at a table, fine, but in
many cases I have seen, the vendor simply grabs an extra vendor pass or two for their friends or special customers. In some cases, the person is a friend of the show manager.
In talking to some folks, they make excuses for certain people by saying they drop a lot of money during
some of their Friday forays. Personally, I find it offensive that someone would be allowed in simply because
of selectiveness. I guess you can always respond by saying that someone who spends a few grand is important because of the amount of money they spend, whereas someone who is simply looking for a hot deal
on a rifle to use to supply meat for their family will not spend as much, but I had better not give my response to that statement. My mother told me that using words like come to mind were not good for polite
society, let alone put in print. Suffice it to say that any kind of elitism is greatly offensive and has no place in
an organization such as DTGCA that touts itself as being family oriented. I do not have an absolute answer
to the issue, but I have talked to several vendors and without a formal tally, they appear to lean at least 3 to
1 in favor of keeping people out of the shows until officially open to the public. Vendors, let us know what
you think and how you would like to see this handled. Give us a call or drop us a line. The general membership is also welcome to weigh in on the issue.
I knew when I started planning this message that it was time to bring some of these things out in the open.
Will things be popular or accepted? I am afraid not always. However, it lets the membership know that they
are not ignored. On that note, something that I occasionally hear is that the inner workings of DTGCA are
secret and part of a “good old boy” network. Well folks, what we do is not magic, secret, or voodoo. It is a
group of dedicated people who form the officers and board of this great organization to continually strive to
improve it, and do so without compensation. There is nothing to hide and if we find errors or mistakes, we
simply need to fix them. In keeping with that, the Board minutes will be published with the newsletter. That
will keep the membership informed and help deal with the destructive rumor mill.
Last but not least for this month is the suggestion by members and vendors that DTGCA keep a list of FFL
dealers who are willing to do gun transfers to residents of their states. Our Executive Secretary has enough
to do without taking on that exercise. Does anyone want to volunteer their time and computer skills to collect and maintain such a list? Let us know.
Thanks to all of you who have expressed your concerns along with ideas. That is part of what will help keep
DTGCA a vital organization. Be safe and see you on the trail. - - - -Kent

Bob Campbell, Sisseton, SD
Fargo, ND Best Long Gun
Aberdeen, SD 1st Place CLG
Engraved Henry

James Neigel, Fergus Falls, MN
Fargo, ND Best Long Gun Display

Daethal Dockter, Milbank. SD
Fargo, ND Peoples Choice

Sam Cowles, Mud Butte, SD
Billinghurst Revolving Rifle
Mandan, ND 1st Collectable
Handgun

Dennis Sundby, Underwood, ND Lowell Keller, Mandan, ND
Mandan, ND 1st Place CLGD
Mandan, ND 2nd Place CLGD
Military Guns
Winchester 1895’s

Kent Miller, Aberdeen, SD Colts
Fargo, ND Best Handgun,
Mandan, ND Best Handgun Display
Aberdeen, SD Best Handgun Display

Lenard Cave, Jamestown, ND
Win 1876 1st Model Open Top
Mandan, 2nd place
Collectable Long Gun
Aberdeen, SD 2nd Place CLG

Jack Lau, Summit, SD Dean & Sandy’s Gunshop, Enderlin, ND
Mandan, ND 1st Place Mandan, ND 1st Collectable Handgun
Historical Display Jap
Palm Pistol
Display, Japanese
Aberdeen, SD 1st Place Winchester
Nambu’s
1900 SS Pistol
Aberdeen, SD 1st Place
Historical Display

Answer
B parallax

MINUTES FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING FEBRUARY 14, 2009
February 14, 2009
The scheduled meeting of the DTGCA Board of Directors was held Saturday evening, February 14, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. directly following the
close of the show at the Ramkota Inn, Sioux Falls, SD. Present were President Kent Miller, Executive Secretary Vicki Sandvig, Directors Lenard
Cave, Hal Lee, Don Glynn, Chuck Harens, Bernie Larson and Gerald Groenewold. Absent were directors Daethal Docktor, Roger Krumm and
Bill Braun. President Kent Miller recognized a quorum present.
To accommodate guests present, President Kent Miller introduced Paul Marsolek of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives,
BATF&E. Mr. Marsolek gave a brief presentation from the Bureau and left posters for all the show managers.
Executive Secretary read the minutes of January 3, 2009. Gerald Groenewold moved to accept the minutes as read. Lenard Cave seconded the
motion, all ayes, carried.
President Kent Miller recognized representatives from the Ramkota Inn Karla Pfiefer and Jan Gruenwaldt. They were invited to attend for a
question and answer period with the Directors for consideration of contract signing for their facility.
President Kent Miller recognized representatives from the Sioux Falls Convention Center Rachael Miller and Ally Bracket. They too were invited to attend for a question and answer period with the Directors for consideration of contract signing for their facility. Further questions for
either facility representatives will be done in writing.
Old business was opened with tabled topics from past meetings. President Kent Miller stated the Board Meeting minutes will be posted in the
quarterly Newsletter so membership is well informed. President Kent Miller shared with the Board input from other gun show associations and
their process in running their shows.
New business was opened with discussion on the Fall Gun Show held in Sioux Falls, SD. Don Glynn moved to override the motion made by Bill
Braun, seconded by Daethal Docktor at the January 3, 2009 Board of Directors meeting stating to move the Fall Gun Show to the Sioux Falls
Convention Center and moved to have the Fall Gun Show, managed by Steve Livermore, remain at the Ramkota Inn, Sioux Falls, SD. Bernie
Larson seconded the move, unanimous ayes, carried. Chuck Harens moved to reimburse Steve Livermore on his mileage expenses to and from
Sioux Falls, SD working with the Ramkota Inn and the Sioux Falls Convention Center. Gerald Groenewold seconded the move, unanimous
ayes, carried. Requests for bids will be obtained from vendors of promotional material for the design, quantity and cost of the new 2010 Belt
Buckle. Executive Secretary Vicki Sandvig will send a letter of request. Buckle criteria is to have the DTGCA logo and be made of a solid metal.
Don Glynn moved to “self insure” the office and promotional assets housed at the Executive Secretary’s home and to have the association’s
attorney draw up a “Hold Harmless” letter for the Board of Directors to sign. Hal Lee seconded the move, unanimous ayes, carried. Discussion on the Brookings Show tabled until the Summer Meeting of 2009. Due to lack of motion, request for funding from the North American
Game Warden Museum was not approved. Hal Lee moved with Bernie Larson’s second to advertise for a show manager for the Mitchell, SD
show in the newsletter. Unanimous ayes, carried. No action was taken on the Sioux Falls Trophy Show manager. The Board of Directors did
not reinstate the Huron Show due to no motion made to override the previous decision to cancel the show at the Board of Directors meeting
February 9, 2008. The contribution request from the National Field Archery Association in Yankton was received late. Hal Lee moved to review the application and a vote will be cast through the US mail. Gerald Groenewold seconded the move, unanimous ayes, carried. Attorney
services will be requested for advice on handling the alleged theft by a vendor and their subsequent refusal to leave the premises when asked to
do so by show manager Chuck Harens at the Sioux Falls Trophy Show.
The next scheduled meeting of the Board of Director will be the Summer Meeting, July 18, 2009 in Aberdeen, SD.
Hal Lee moved with Bernie Larson’s second to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. all ayes, meeting adjourned.
Duly submitted, Vicki L. Sandvig Executive Secretary DTGCA

Gary Walberg, Mina, SD
Aberdeen, SD 1st Place
Remington Light weights
Long Gun Display

Keith Kettering, Mellette, SD
Aberdeen, SD 2nd Place
22 Hornets
Long Gun Display

Dale Fliehs, Groton, SD
Aberdeen, SD 2nd Place
Historical Display

Gary Asproth, Park Rapids, MN
Mandan, ND 2nd Place
Collectable Handgun
Lizzie King

SOUTH DAKOTA SHOOTING SPORTS ASSOCIATION

Sometime last year, the South Dakota Shooting Sports Association contacted DTGCA about doing some collaboration on various
things. While this is still in very early exploratory age, it appeared that letting our members know about this organization and a
little bit about what it does made good sense. According to information taken from their website at www.sdshootingsports.org,
“the purpose of SD Shooting Sports is to protect and defend the United States Constitution and the unalienable rights of American citizens to own, possess and use firearms for legitimate purposes; to promote public safety, law and order, and the national
defense, to educate and train citizens of good repute in the safe and efficient use of small arms; and to promote sportsmanship
and wise use of natural and renewable wildlife resources.” Put in simple terms SDSSA is the South Dakota NRA group.
SDSSA promotes a vast majority of the shooting competitions in the state and also promotes youth shooting activities, something
DTGCA has supported financially for many years. Although this brief article does not constitute an endorsement of them, it
brings the topic of collaboration and information about that group to our 2300 plus members. There is a lot more that could be
told about this group, but for the sake of space, you need to check out their website for yourself at the address above. Although
some of the news and political information is over two years old, there is plenty of current information that our membership
might find useful. Besides all that, they have the DTGCA show calendar listed on their website at
www.sdshootingsports.org/images/events/dakota-territory-gun-collectors-2008-2009-schedule.pdf
For that simple reason, we owe them a hearty thank you. —-Kent Miller

LA PROTECTOR
Story by Dean Sandvig

Dean and Sandy’s Gun Shop, Enderlin,
ND won Best of Show Collectable Handgun at the Mandan, ND Winter Gun Show
held in January, 2009.
A French Palm Pistol in 6 mm cal., just a
little bigger than a 22 cal. This Palm Pistol is
the smallest of all the cylinder Palm Pistols.
It has a ten round internal cylinder which
rotates with each squeeze of the Palm trigger.
It doesn’t appear to be a very lethal round
but as told to
me, no body
likes to get shot
with it.
First obtained
about 1984 from
the late Doug
Jahnke then sold
to a friend in
Minot, ND.
Sandy and I
bought it back in
November, 2008
and have since
sold it again to a
good friend in
the Detroit
Lakes, MN region.
It has found a
good home again.

August 15, 2009
August 20, 2009
September 10, 2009
September 17, 2009
September 19, 2009
September 26, 2009

Webster, SD
Nicci Tomas
Pierre, SD
Ron Walgamuth

The Galley
605-265-1457
Izaak Walton
605-945-2014

Mitchell, SD The Brig
Mike Deakins
605-770-7027
Brookings, SD Days Inn
Karen Kistler
605-693-4736
Crazy Horse, SD
Laughing Water Restaurant
Gary Gruber
605-673-4345
Deadwood, SD
Deadwood Gulch Conference Center
Thomas Hanson 800-695-1876
October 10, 2009
Lemmon, SD
Beeler Community Building
Jason Lutz
701-522-9622
October 09, 2009
Williston, ND
Elks Club
Mike Leach
701-572-2171
October 24, 2009
Dickinson, ND
Dickinson Elk’s Lodge #1137
Dan Brown
701-483-4803
October 30, 2009
Minot, ND
Grand International Inn
Robert Greene 701-837-1298

DAKOTA TERRITORY
GUN COLLECTORS ASSN.
PO Box 5053
West Fargo, ND 58078

2009-2010
DAKOTA TERRITORY GUN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION GUN SHOW DATES
SEPTEMBER 12-13 2009
FALL GUN SHOW
RAMKOTA INN, EXPO BLDG
SIOUX FALLS, SD
Chairman: Steve Livermore
PO Box 972
Ft. Pierre, SD 57532
(605) 280-2438
SEPTEMBER 26-27, 2009
MANDAN COMMUNITY CENTER
MANDAN, ND
Chairman: Roger Krumm
PO Box 158
Strasburg, ND 58573
(701) 336-7533
OCTOBER 24-25 2009
DAVISON CTY. 4-H GROUNDS
MITCHELL, SD
Chairman: TBD

JANUARY 2-3, 2010
CIVIC AUDITORIUM
FARGO, ND
Chairman: Bill Braun
1331 14 1/2 Ave N
Wahpeton, ND 58075
(701) 642-6970

JANUARY 09-10 2010
SWIFTEL CENTER
BROOKINGS, SD
Chairman: Vic Carter
18299 US Hwy 81
Castlewood, SD 57223
(605) 793-2347

FEBRUARY 20-21, 2010
RAMKOTA RIVER CENTRE
PIERRE, SD
Chairman: Steve Livermore
PO Box 972
Ft. Pierre, SD 57532
(605) 280-2438

JANUARY 16-17, 2010
MANDAN COMMUNITY CENTER
MANDAN, ND
Chairman: Roger Krumm
PO Box 158
Strasburg, ND 58573
(701) 336-7533

MARCH 6-7, 2010
ALERUS CENTER
GRAND FORKS, ND
Chairman: Bill Braun
1331 14 1/2 Ave N
Wahpeton, ND 58075
(701) 642-6970

JANUARY 30-31, 2010
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
YANKTON, SD
Chairman: Chuck Harens
711 E 14th St
Yankton, SD 57078
(605) 665-4537

MARCH 13-14, 2010
RAMKOTA INN
COLLECTOR CLASSIC
SIOUX FALLS, SD
Chairman: Rick Larson
46675 Lovely Circle
Tea, SD 57064
(605) 368-9117

FEBRUARY 6-7 2010
RAMKOTA HOTEL
ABERDEEN, SD
Chairman: Roger Krumm
PO Box 158
Strasburg, ND 58573
(701) 336-7533
FEBRUARY 13-14, 2010
TROPHY SHOW-THE BIG ONE
RAMKOTA INN CONVENTION CTR
SIOUX FALLS, SD
Chairman: Chuck Harens
711 E 14th St
Yankton, SD 57078
(605) 665-4537

MARCH 20-21, 2010
CODINGTON CTY AG BLDG
WATERTOWN, SD
Chairman: Vic Carter
18299 US Hwy 81
Castlewood, SD 57223
(605) 793-2347
APRIL 10-11, 2010
RUSHMORE CIVIC CENTER
RAPID CITY, SD
Chairman: Sonny Pesicka
135 Johnson St
Box Elder, SD 57719
(605) 923-5191

